
2 Samuel 7:1-11 (ESV) 
7 Now when the king lived in his house 
and the LORD had given him rest from all 
his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to 
Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells 
in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, 
“Go, do all that is in your heart, for the 
LORD is with you.” 4 But that same night the 
word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5 “Go 
and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the 
LORD: Would you build me a house to 
dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since 
the day I brought up the people of Israel 
from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In 
all places where I have moved with all the 
people of Israel, did I speak a word with 
any of the judges of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
saying, “Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?”’ 8 Now, therefore, thus 
you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus 
says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep, that you 
should be prince over my people Israel. 
9 And I have been with you wherever you 
went and have cut off all your enemies 
from before you. And I will make for you a 
great name, like the name of the great 
ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant 
them, so that they may dwell in their own 
place and be disturbed no more. And 
violent men shall afflict them no more, as 
formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel. And I will 
give you rest from all your enemies. 
Moreover, the LORD declares to you that 
the LORD will make you a house. 16 And 
your house and your kingdom shall be 
made sure forever before me. Your throne 
shall be established forever.’” 
 

 

Romans 16:25-27 (ESV) 
25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you 
according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but 
has now been disclosed and through the 
prophetic writings has been made known to all 
nations, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 

Luke 1:26-38 (ESV) 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 
28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
O favored one, the Lord is with you!”] 29 But 
she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the 
angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. 
37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant 
of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.” And the angel departed from her. 
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According to Your Word 

Theme of the Day:  The Lord Builds a House for David: Jesus Christ Who Comes in the Flesh.  
When King David “lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding 
enemies,” he piously supposed that he would build a house for God (2 Sam. 7:1–2). But the Lord 
would turn it around: He would establish a house for David and an everlasting throne. This He has 
done not only for David, but also for all His people, in the Son of David, Jesus Christ, “conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary” (Apostles’ Creed). That holy child, the incarnate “Son of 
the Most High,” receives “the throne of his father David” and begins to reign “over the house of 
Jacob forever” (Luke 1:32–33). Having given Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the world, His 
body is the true and eternal temple of God in which His people have their own place of peace and 
rest. That is “the mystery that was kept secret for long ages” but is now “made known to all 
nations, according to the command of the eternal God” in order that we may have faith and life in 
Christ (Rom. 16:25–26).  
 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the true light who comes into the world to enlighten all people, bless us as 
we light the candles of this wreath in preparation for Your coming, and enkindle in our hearts the 
fire of Your love that we may receive You with joy and gladness and evermore remain steadfast in 
the faith; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. (The appropriate candle(s) is lit.) 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS  Congregation may choose  
 

THE INVOCATION 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:   Let us pray.  
O Lord, You fulfilled Your promise to Mary that she would conceive in her womb and bear the Son 

of the Most High, 
People: grant that we would hold fast to all Your promises in certain confidence of Your 

faithfulness;  
Pastor:  through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
People:  Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING    2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16  
(“Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever.”) 

 

EPISTLE   Romans 16:25–27  
(“To the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ!”) 

 

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CAROL   “Joseph’s Lullaby”  Keil  
 

HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 1:26–38 (The angel appears to Mary.) 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL  “The Angel Gabriel From Heav’n Came”   LSB 356 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS Congregation may choose  
 
SERMON “According to Your Word”   Luke 1:26-38 
 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYERS AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING CHOIR CHRISTMAS CAROL ANTHEM  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  Robinson 
 
SILENT PRAYER AND POSTLUDE 
 
Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Organist    Tami Mosher 
A/V Thomas Hollingsworth 
Ushers      Dave Hutfilz & Dave Little 
Elder/Reader  Frank Yell     
Greeters Bud & Millie Parker  
Acolytes   Rachel Laurenz & Calista Goward 
Altar Guild Maxine Diener, Jeanne Kade, Myrna Pruitt 

 
Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 129 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $3,856 ~ Received for the Lord’s 

Work $5,069 = Loose Plate $367, Envelopes $4,192, Mission $122, Maintenance $388; Capital 

Prj. $5; $150 in memory of Irmie Roggow. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday:  Dec 29- Margery Greskowiak; Dec 

31- Nathan Christman; Jan 1- Cheyenne Baccary, Jacob Rossow; Jan 2- Kathleen Case, Roger 

Kade; Jan 3- Janet Kilgore; Jan 4- Calista Goward. 

Please note ~ All newly elected as well as currently serving officers and board members will 

be installed during the service on January 7. Please plan to attend.  

Thanks to all who helped make Christmas happier for the former employees of Ric’s!  Some of 

you attended the spaghetti dinner fundraiser, and others contributed $481 in our door offerings. 

The money will be added to the fundraiser money and given to the employees.  Bless you. 

Zion will hold our annual turkey dinner on Wednesday, January 17 from 4:30 ~ 7:00 pm. Adults 

$10, Children 5-12 $5, Under 5 are free. Come and support your church and enjoy a homemade 

turkey dinner with all the fixin’s. Everyone knows we have some great cooks! If you are unable to 

attend please consider a donation to purchase turkeys which may be given to Jack Armstrong. 

Help will also be needed to set up, prepare and serve dinner. Look for signup sheets in the 

narthex. This is a great opportunity for fun and fellowship with your Zion family. See Jack 

Armstrong or Lloyd Zastrow if you have any questions.  

http://www.zionhemlock.org/

